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The Fascist Tendencies of Roosevelt 


Up to comparatively recently Fascism has appeared as a social- 
political movement in countries predominantly agrarian. However, the 
trends that arose in Great Britain during and immediately. after the 
British General Strike, and more recently, the rise of German Fascism 
into power have shown us that Fascism is creeping from the periphery 
to the very heart and head of capitalism, challenging all other social 
trends and aa the central issue of this post-war period inescapably 
the question of Fascism or Communism. 


Even in America, the stronghold of republican conservatism 
and democratic liberalism, there is taking place a very definite turn 
in the road. America is rapidly becoming politically "Zuropeanized", 
1.6¢, Glass interests are being openly acknowledged. As usual the em- 
piloyers have been far ahead of the workers in profiting from the les- 
sons of Europe and even before the working class has lined up in a 
mass militant party of labor, the ruling regime, guided by Roosevelt, 
is moving in the direction of Fascism, 


General Characteristics of Fascism, 


The national peculiarities of the different countries in which 
Fascism now holds sway or is a powerful force, Italy, Poland, Austria, 
Poland, Finland, Germany, etc., have brought about variations in its 
form and some modifications in practice. Yet, in spite of these nation- 
al variations, certain definite characteristics appear in al] the types 
of Fascism, 


There is always the attempt to form a completely national 
self-su€éficient economy in the midst of the complicated international 
ties already developed. An openly aggressive chauvinist nationalism 
shouting from the house-tops, "Everything for the State, nothing out- 
side the State", is one of the most salient features. 

The formation of capitalist industrial association 
com 80 n these associations a def: e e rain ie built up 
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in which, of course, big business dominates little business. Ail in- 
dustry begins to take on a public-utility character, being regulated 
chnveigh State organs. The industrial associations become part of the 
Sists apparatus itself. In short, Fascism, economically, speaking, is 
the more or less violent accoleration of the concentration and central- 
izetion of capital which it brings to head in the form of State capital- 
ism of one sort or another, It is canitalist collectivism instead of 
she old capitalist individualism, 


Automatically the end of laissez-faire competition is brought 
about Prices are fixed, Wages are fixed. The anarchy of the market ia 
modified by the order of the State, as competition gives way to State 
controlled monopoly. ; 


At the same time labor is violently regimentated and robotized. 
All labor organizations, such as workers! parties, trade unions, etce, 
are forcibly broken up; the independent power of the workingclass is 
smashed, Strikes are forbidden; forcible class collaboration through 
compulsory arbitration and other methods becomes the rule. Fascist 
"uniens" are established whose agreements with the employers are law, 
Through a system of social insurance the slogan is sanctioned of "Every 
man in his place and a place for every man", A theory 1s created to 
idealize "hard werk" and to excoriate the "parasite" (the loafer, the 
rentier, often the usurer and banker), 


The farmers and the workers whose union would be antagonistic 
to the welfare of the capitalists, are separated. Every effort is made 
to subsidize the farmer and to keep him contented. The students are 
placed in the enlarged State apparatus. The ex-soldier is given a 
special position. The Petty businesses are carried along as dependent 
allies by big business, 


The capitalists, toe, sre forcihlv unified and, with them, in 
some cases, the old Rayalist sristocracy. An open dictatorship is 
created. Only one political rarty is allowed, An end is made to the 
power of parliament. Advisory bodies sre set up by industrial rather 
than territoriel divisions, Against the "Liberty, Fraternity, Equalit 
of the French Revolution, there is opposed the "Hierarchy, Order, Dis- 
cipline" of the Fascist Counter-Kevolution, And with all this there is 
coupled the principle that the “militant minority" the "elite" must rule 
over all the classes and harmonize all interests in behalf of the nation 
as a whole, 


Fascist Germs in the U. Se 


Such a system as we have described certainly does not yet 
etist in America, But it is necessary to understand the tendencies 
underlying the drastic changes in the structure of American life that 
are being brought about by the new legistation of Rocsevelt's regime, 

If we ask ourselves: In What direction is the government moving today, 

it 1s necessary to realize that it is moving in the direction of Fascisr 
Especially is this true of the changes which are now being brought about 
in the economic field. America, with a home market that consumed 90% 

of its enormous production, has always had a physical basis for a nation- 
al self-sufficient economy. This has been accentuated by traditions of 
high tariff, by the great fall of fordgn trade during the crisis, and 
‘by the breakdown of the Lesgue of Nations and the rise of rampant natio 
alism everywhere, The Roosevelt embargo on gold shipments, the announc 
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policy of Moley for the “orld Economic Conference that American domestic 
problems come first over international ones, the Big Navv anpropriations, 
the growing resentment against Japan and France, all are signs of a 
growing, aggressive nationalism, 


“regis i the Emergency Banking Act, the Act co-ordinating the 
railroads, the Farm Relief Law, the Industrial Recovery Law and other 
measures, there is taking place the rapid national organization of trade 
associations. One of the features of Fascism is a demagogic complaint 
against banking capital and a stricter control over banks. This is 

well on the way in the U.S. Stimulated by the failure of such firms as 
Kidder Peabody and Co,, the Bank of U.Sis, and the bankruptcy of approxi- 
mately one out of every six banks, driven by the exposures of the Krueger 
Toll case, the Insull Utility Corporation case, the case of the National 
City Bank and the Mitchells and Harrimans, and stung by the revelations 
of the Senate Committee on J.P. Morgan and Otto Kahn, the public has 

been well prepared for banking control. Through the Emergency Banking 
Act the power of the Federal Reserve System has been greatly strengthenc:, 
some of the smaller banks have been closed down, branch banking of the 
larger banking systems encouraged. It is the demogogy of the Indus- 
trialists like Henry Ford and his representative Senator Couzens, it is 
the orations of such as Huey Long that have been allowed free play. In 
fact what has Bappened is the compulsory association of all the banks in 
the country--under the control of the large banks and the State, These 
central banking systems héve heen further systematically strengthened 

by government bond issues, hv hupe loans through the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation, ond hy enormous revrents to be made throughk the 

Farm Mortgage Relief snd Home Relief laws, 


The Industrial Recovery (Slavery) Act. 


It is the Industrial Revoery Law that provides for the most 
drastic changes. All the employers of a given industry are opganized 
into national associations. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act as well as the 
decisions under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the U.S, have 
been brushed aside. The Yrresident has the power to license all busi- 
nesses engaged in interstate commerce. Those who will not join these 
associations will be deprived of their licenses and put out of business. 


The Association will present a code to the government. This 
code will fix prices, It will fix wages, After an open hearing it will 
become the law, In charge of the "open hearings" there is placed a 
military general to give a "Bone" to the proceedings, no doubt. Within 
these associations big business will bring "the independents" into line. 
Trusts and monopolies will be consolidated and regulated by the State. 
Prices will not only be fixed but raised, and the Industrial Recovery 
Law means not only the end of the old individualism but a rise in the 
cost of living as well, 


Public Works, 


The public works mentioned in the Act include a great number 

» of projects from the development of wnter power and other deficiency 
worke to the clearing ot slums, Alrendv the government is launching 

a heavy naval program including reconditioning of o1d ships and building 
of new ones. he muscle Shoals property is suppose’ to be developed ts 
the highest degree, Since 911 communities are cutting down drastically 
in expenditures for schools, hospitals and other prcejects ‘hich might 
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te of benefit to the workers, it is evident the public works outside 

os the naval plan which is destined to bring destruction to the workers 
“its consist chiefly of efficiency projects such as roads, dams, develop-= 
mo.itb of water power, etc., which tend to increase capitalist efficiency. 


Labor "Protection". 


It is necessary at oncs to rip off.ail shreds of pretense in 
the proviso that workers and employees are not obliged to join company 
unions or to sign yellow dog contracts, that labor is free to choose 
its own representatives. How is labor to chocse its own representatives 
Ouly when organized can it do so. How manv effective labor unions are 
there in this country? The A.F.L. is down to little more than a million 
ana a half, the few independent unions have lost rreatly, the TUUL has 
little strength, It is meny years since labor orpronization has been at 
such a low ebb as now, Only here and there con organized labor put in 
its voice in the framing of labor codes, Of course, a grent show is 
made in the federal Labor Board where a choice gang of A.F.L. fakers 
with General Hugh Johnson and that great labor woman Frances Perkins 
to assure to the world the protection of the rights of the workers, 

In the great unorganized industries. (steel, textile, automobile, oil, 
rubber, etc) all that can be expected is the setting up by the employ- 
ers of company unions (consisting as usual of favorites, foremen, and 
stocl-pidgebns) to act as the dumny representative of voiceless, help- 
less labor. We must keep in mind that the labor agreements are mado 
for an industry as a whole and not for each workplace separately so 
that if the workers are not organized they have not the slightest 
chance for representation. 


It is plain that only in the organized trades will there be 
anything like a living wager where a union cen $till stand as something 
of a bulwark before the workers. The minimum wage proposed through 
the "Codes" must be considered in connection with three facts: 1. The 
rise in the cost of living, Already the inflation has caused a sensi- 
ble rise, enovgh to offset the gaine made in the new rates. The In- 
dustrial Recovery Act itself will lead to further price lifting. 2, 
The effert to recmploy large nuthers will no coubt lead, at any rate 
in the big industries, to a widespread use of the stagger systems such 
as we have seen in the‘steel industry, for example. This means short 
hours of labor, indeed, a few dave work in the week with a resultant 
starvation wage. Fvidentlv the plan is fo ret the unemployed at any 
cost in a position to support themselves, to ens > the sever more strained 
relief situation, Instead of getting a couple of dollars a week in re- 
lief the worvers will now have to swent for these couple of dollars, 

5. All wages will tend to be reduced to theninimum level. The whole 
thins is only an experiment. If is doesn't work to the profit of the 
employers, the minimums will be abolished, 


As for the maximum hours presxcribed in the codes, we take 
these with a grain of salt. it is one thing to havo laws restricting 
hours and quite another things to see thom enforced in the compotitive 
industries, New York has fairly good labor laws, yet the restrictions 
on hours are every day flaunted as the workers in any number of indus- 
tries can testify. 


The government itself is also to have its say in the wage- 
fixing for public works, and what the governments idea of ao wage is we 
‘can judge from the reforestation camps with their one dollar plus beans 
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and foffee--the best part of the dollnr being sent to the folks back 
nome $o keep them off the relief list, The whole mechnnism of the 

lesol wage-ngreements make it clear that strikes in fact will be il- 
Js#21, thet compulsory arbitration will be the rule. Violations of 

the Code incur a penalty of $500 and six months in jail, This. of course 
will be used against the workers, 


Can the New Deal Solve Unemployment? 


; This question resolves itself into; Can the country legislate 
itself out of the crisis? There is no denying there is a slight up- 
turn within the last two months in employment, railroad shipments, etc, 
The many loans through the Reconstruction Finance Corporation hage no 
doubt been responsible for this. To see the outcome it is necessary 
to consider all the legislation as well as the general situation of 

the country. The very measures to increase employment are such as to 
create unemployment on a new scale. In fact all the legislation is 
such as to involve the country only in new contradictions, 


The Farm legislation is supposed to give the farmor more for 
his product and hence loosen up the buying power of the farmers, open-~ 
ing up 4 market of millions for manufactured goods. What are the hitc 
in this program? First, even if the farmer gets more for his own goods, 
he will have to pay more for what he buys, since all prices are going 
up. Thus the old contradiction will be reproduced én a higher plane, 
Second he will be paid a sort of premium on his wheat (the government 
to get the money for this bv n tax on milling and other processes of 
manufacturing wheat into foodstuffs) wherehy the nrice will be bbought 
up to a higher level (thereby, of course raising the cost of bread 
which throughout the crisis has remained high in comparison with the 
price of wheat.) But the farmer will get this benefit provided only 
that he curtnails production, Thus even though the price per bushel 
of his wheat or other product may be raised, the total value may not be 
much greater than now, Third--and this is most important for our dis- 
cussion here--the curtailment of production necessarily means less em- 
loymant of labor driving farmers off the land--very small farm produc-~ 
ers will not be able to survive curtailment; less hired laborers will be 
needed; tenant and cropper farmers in the cotton belt, beot workers 
in the sugar beet fields, etc. will be driven out. Thus now layers of 
unemployed will flock to the cities. Nor will the farmers market be 
opened up to any extent, 


Let us look at the industrial program, If there will be a 
slight rise in wages this will be more than offset by the rise in prices 
due to inflation and control by the trusts; the cost of living will fall. 
even more severely upon the workers who will find themselves, even if 
they have jobs, on a terribly low plane of living, We have shown above 
how the new deal will squeeze out many thousands of small industrialists- 
these can only become a drug on the labor market, and with them the 
workers they formerly employed. Even while efforts are being made to 
stimulate employment, tho curtailment and regulation of production will 
throw people out of work, 


The same holds true of the public works program; while they 
may open up same jobs, vt the'same time efficiency or rationalization 
ht pe such as power, ronds, etc., tend to mt capitalist production oa 
a higher level with less workers, hence eventually more unemployment ia- 
created, 4 
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We must touch for a moment on the foreign economic policy 
which is dealt with fully elsewhere in this issue, Briefly-the program 
fov exports would tend to stimulate production, but our exports abroad 
enn only tend to reduce the market in foreign countries for their own 
mw oducts, hence to reduce their production, create unemployment and 
hence eventually to destroy the market for our exports, 


Thus, on the economic field, while we can expect a slight 
improvement for a time, eventually the country can only become involved 
in greater contradictions in worse crashes. 


The anti-labor policies of the present government can be fur- 
ther seen in its refusal to raise the income tax in the higher brackets, 
or to tax. inheritances, or to pay the veteran bonus, or to yield to any 
form of unemployment or social insurance, On the contrary, it is raisin 
the cost of living through inflation and other measures. It is levying 
taxes on the necessities of life, It has drastically cut down on ex- 
pencitures for the masses and has sharply reduced the salaries of gov- 
ernment employees. Men in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, for example, are 
working for as low as $11 for a full week's work', Finally, through 
the very business "reorganizations" which are now being sponsored, it 
is fostering further unemployment. 


Fascist and Keformist Tendencies Dovetailed, 


Every effort is being made to separate the middle elements 
from the workers. To the student is offered the ideal of the "Brain 
Trust" the goal of a state controlled by the "scientist" or student. 

To the small business man is given the hope, through inflation, of 
being able to pay off his debts or to sell his goods at a higher price, 
And before his eyes there shimmers the vision of an end to the terror 
of competition that is driving him to ruin and there appears the utopia 
of a stagnant monopoly work where consumption could equel procucticn,. 
To the small home owner is given the postponement of mortgage payments 
for two years. To the small depositor is given the promise of "gusran- 
teed and protected" deposits. To the farmer a whole bagful of promises 
has been handed out. Prices will be raised, a two ysar mortgage nora- 
torium established, production will be reduced, etc. And here too there 
is dangled before the farmer's eyes the mirage that the gap between 

the city and the country can be torn down and farm prices raised to 
equal city trust prices. It is precisely in this manner’ that Fascism 
everywhere strives to win the support of the middle elements against 
Labor and for State capitalism, 


It is particularly interesting to see how this new twin has 
come about in comparison with other countries, Hitherto we have seen 
the introduction of Fascism in countries where the working class con- 
stituted a menace; in Italy ace oniper 16d by civil war with the workers 
attempting to seize power, In Germany with a large Communist Party com- 
manding six million votes and numerous other powerful working class 
organizetions constituting a threat; in other countries with at least 
some strong proleterian organizations, In America there has been no 
workers movement sufficiently strong to challenga or even mildly to 
threaten power, It has been the sheer economic necessity of overcoming 
the crisis, of preserving profits, that has induced the new turn and 
hence we see economic measures first being introduced without political 
violence for which there would be no need. The government is rather 
acting to forestall such menace on the part of the masses as might de- 
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velop of which there have been a few signs. The farmers revolt of the 
middlgs West was one very decisive factor, and the policy now is to 
buy over the farmer, to make him think he is a spesial pet and protege 
(he will find out the contrary soon enough) and above all to isolate 
him from the workingciass through a rise in farm prices which will in- 
erease the cost of living for the city workers, 


The New Deal--New Slavery. 


That the benefits can be only very temporary we have shown 
above. But the very difficulties into which the capitalist rulers will 
fall will push them more and more rapidly along tho lines of Fascism, 
At this period it is above all necessary for the workers organizations 
to combat any tendency to passivity of the worlring cluss, any inclina- 
Ae to accept the Indastrial Kecovery Act as something for their bene- 

te 


And it is just at this critical turning point-when the worke) 
see new chains being forged for their backs to bear-that we see the mi - 
lesders of American labor rushing to support Roosevelt and his policie 


Wm. Green of course tries to save the remnants of the A.F.L. 
by licking HKoosevelt's boots in praise of the New Deal, The A.F.L. 
leaders with Sydney Hillman of tho Amalgamated sit unashamed with the 
war leader General Hugh Johnson to administer the New Deal, The last 
issue of the Advance, organ of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers under 
the editorship of JBS Hardman well known supporter of the C.P.L.&. 
(Muste group) is one paeon of praise for the benefits of the Industrial 
Recovery Act, hailing the coming era as one of unexampled opportunity 
for labor organization under the protection of the government! One 
cannot pictura a more dastardly betrayal of the workers interests, 


Roosevelt's Fascist tendencies, up to now, have been of an 
economic nature in the main, but already we see signs of a Fascist 
theory of politics also arising. The system of industrial co-ordina- 
tors which has been established, the emergency war powers invoked, the 
vastly increased powers in reducing pensions and government salaries, 
the centralization of governmont and the elimination of the old con- 
stitutional "checks and balances" such as the "lame-duck" Congresses 
and the gap between the election and inauguration of the President, the 
frequent calls for dictatorial povers that have been issued from the 
White House with their implicit hb@liefs in the necessity to have 
"faith in the strong man", the personal intrusions in international 
negotiations thet have been Roosevelt's way, and finally the myth of 
the "Brain Trust" with its ideal that through it the State and the 
Nationa can really fuse together, all are in active harmony with Fascis 
theories and practices, 


To some, the characterization of Roosevelt's policies as 
legning towards Fascism may be considered as an exaggeration. Such 
people will point to the fact that Koosevelt ran in the election as a 
"Niberal", that his Secretary of Labor is a woman social workerx, that 
he is for the repeal of Prohibition, that he is for the HKecognition of 
Soviot Russia, etc. To this may be added the charge that many Com- 
munists, particularly those of the Stalin school,have labelled everyons 
with a criminal recklessness from Norman Thomas to Hitler as some kind 
of fascist, 
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| : To all this we reply, nevertheless, with Jules Sauerwein, the 
French correspondent, that the ahove mantioned facts concerning Roose- 
velt simply make up the velvet glove thet covers the iron fist, If 
there is a Frances Perkins, there is a General Johnson; if there is 
Soviet recognition, there is the tension against Japan and France, 
Finally we will go further and state generally that even though one may 
say that Roosevelt does show some streaks of liberalism, it is clear 
that it is a "mixed" liberalism, and just as the Italian liberal of 
yesterday became transformed into the Fascist of today, so the very 
liberalism of today is revealed as pregnant with the virus of Fascism. 


The conditions which are giving rise to Fascist tendencies in 
the U.S. today are quite different from those which have existed in 
Italy or Germany. This is quite true. We do not say that we have a 
full fledged Fascist regime in America as yet. We do say, however, we 
have the beginnings of it, the germs of it. Nor do we say that Fascism 
can not be checked and destroyed. But for this we need a real policy 
and party, a program and a tactic. 


It is after all only the Communist forces which stand as a 
bulwark against the threatening onslaught of reaction. Now more than 
ever is it necessary for all Communists to rush with full vigor into 
the fight, to build up the Red Unions as organs for the necessary 
struggle, to develop the broadest united front, to cleanse the Communist 
ranks from opportunism in preparation for the inevitable period of 
struggle ahead, 


INTERNATIONAL NOT*S 
GERMANY 


Step by step German Fascism is consolidating itself, First 
it smashed the Communist Party. Then it took over the trade union move- 
ment. The third step was to declare the Socialist Party also illegal 
and to drive it underground or liquidate it. Even the Christian Catho-~ 
lic Unions have been destroyed. Simultaneously 1t has bludgeoned all 
bourgeois organizations into line. During the elections all the small- 
er bourgeois groups had been absorbed and disappeared. The Jews were 
smabked to bits. The Centrists were the next to receive disintegrating 
blows, They are well on the road to liquidation. The Nationalists have 
now also been broken up, Their ministers have been dismissed. The 
Stahlhelm have gone into the Nazi forces. Politically speaking all 
bourgeois parties have been fused together more or less firmly, under 
the aegis of Hitler, and all workingclass organizations have been broken 
up. The slogan of the day is order and unity within in order to extend 
power without] 


How could all these parties be brought into line or smashed 
so easily? We must keep in mind, so far as the bourgeois parties are 
concerned, just what is involved. We must keep in mind the differences 
existing between the Junkers and the Industrialists, the differences 
between light and heavy industry, the differences between the various 
royal houses (Prussian, Bavarian, etc) the differences between the 
catholic bourgeois and the protestant bourgeois, the traditions of sep- 
aratism that existed in the Reich in the various provinces, the dif- 
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ferences between small and big business, etc. How could all these dif-~- 
ferences be reconciled so that one party could express all sections of 
private property? It is cleer that this could be done only if the 
bourgeois was desperate, and in their desperation, were compelled to 
unite all their forces for a grand comuon struggle in which each section 
hoped to gain something. That German capitalist private property is 
desperate has been crystal clear for some time now. The question is what 
is the character of the great common struggle which is uniting all sec- 
tions of German capitalism? 


The struggle is not within the Cerman Reich. The only force 
within German which could heve united a11 the hourgeois elements against 
it was the working class. But due to the terrific crimes of the German 
Socialist and Communist Parties the working class is severely defeated. 
The German Communist Party which only yesterday talked of taking power 
today is glad if a few thousand miserable handbills are put out illegal- 
ly and boasts of its "great achievement", To such depths have the Ger- 
man workingclass fallen. The impending struggle, then, is not today 
within the German Reich, (though of course it is not excluded that the 
German workingclass must yet be given new "lessons") but is outside, 


THE FOUR POWER PACT 


But where outside? Russia. War against Russia is the great 
task which the German bourgeoisie has set for itself and which, in spite 
of the g reat differences that divide it and which otherwise would tear 
the Fascist Party to pieces, unites it so solidly together. Step by 
step the stage is being set. The most recent event in this direction 
has been the four power pact between Italy, England, France and Germany, 
Ordinarily these powers would be at daggers ends against one another, 
What brings them together? It could bt the United States. Far more 
likely it is Russia. 


Germany must have war. Without war Fascism must go to pieces, 
Without war Germany is locked in and doomed to colonization by the 
greater powers and partitioned. Was on the other hand can rebuild the 
German Empire and raise again the "German Race” It is the best means 
really to "unifv" the German people, the best way to close the Polish 
corridor, the best way to resch Anschluss with Austria (where already 
the Communist Party has teen driven underground.without the slightest 
resistance), The sole way out for Germany is toward the Hast, toward 
the hated Communist Power in Soviet Russia, Such a war would bring her 
the friendship of Poland and of the Little Entente, would bring her the 
support of France and England, would give her a great sphere of influ- 
ence throughout the whole Baltic and to Asia Minor, would make her again 
a power to be reckoned with, 


France is for such a war. It will greatly weaken Germany. 
It will destroy the Soviet Union, It will aid her allies to the East 
of Germany giving her either a new Russian government that would be her 
ally, or a greatly enriched Little Entente and Poland that would take 
Russia's place, It would give her new and great spheres of influence 
in the Baku regions and in the “ar East in conjunction with Japan. 


England is for such a war. It will sell her goods, It will 
destroy the Soviets. It will validate her cold concessions and invest- 
ment in Russia, it will strengthen her influence in Persia and in the 
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Near East where she has been in conflict with Russia and will enable her 
bs deal with her colonial revoits and problems far mcre meSily than be- — 
ore. 


War then is the way out. And the Four Power Pact means war, 
It supplements the broken down covenant of the Loagus of Nations, It 
amends the Kellogg Peace Pact, It finds the "®Suropeaun" solution for 
the question: ™hat is the waw out for capitalism? If is the compbihent 
to the Japanese campaign, 


THE SALE OF THE CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY 


The Japanese campaign has gone according to SuoR watch sche-~ 
dule. The treachery of the Chinese war lords, sbove ail Chiang Kal 

Shek and the other murderers of his clicque, and the miserable helpless 
policies of the Communists have aided the Japanese to seize tneir ob- 
jectives and consolidate their positions, This means that our worst 
fears have been given some base and that Japan is well entrenched for 
any campaign that can be made against the Soviet Union from the Far Easi., 


In this situation it is a stupid blunder for the Soviet Union 
to part with the Chinese Eastern Railway by sale to Japan. The taking 
over of the Chinese Eastern by Japan would immeasurably strengthen 
Japanese imperialism and weaken all Chiness resistance, The Chinese 
masses must fed that they have been completely abandoned by theSoviet 
Union whom they had always counted on as their friend and protector, 
What is the hurry of the Soviet Union? Does it think that the Chinese 
masses have said their last say? Does it think that it can buy off 
Japanese imperialism by the sale of the Chinese Eastern railway? The 
fact of the matter is that these negotiations can have the result only 
of whetting Japan's appetite for the rest of its objectives, Eastern 
Siberia, Mongolia, etc. By this easy victory over Russia, Japan only 
points the way to all the other imperialist powers how to act. 


THE LONDON ECONOMIC CONF RENCE 


We do not wish to say that the capitalist world has no longer 
any contradictions, that all capitalists can be easily united against the 
Soviet Union, Quite the contrary, not only is the danger of war against 
the Soviet Union heightened but also the contradictions and conflicts 
among the capitalist powers are sharpened, This can easily be seen by 
the London Economic Conference, 


Everywhere capitalist antagonisms have been sharpened. Austria 
cannot long resist the Fascist pressure. The Spanish revolution is in 
very serious danger. The French regime is on the verge of moving 
sharply to the right. France who has been relatively isolated has been 
successful in building up a great alliance between Jugo-Slavia, Rouman- 
4a and Czechoslovakia which, with Poland, would be quite as strong at 
least numerically and militarily as Germany itself, This "Little En- 
tente", with Poland, on the one hand, can be the great instrument for 
commencing the war with Russia, on the other, forms a steal ring around 
Germany and hems in firinly ths aspirations of Italy. 


In such a situstion what can the world sconomic conference do‘ 
It can not reiieve the world economic crisis, The debtor powers of 
Eurcpe are faced with an irrevoncileble antagnoism to the creditor 
power, the United States, The Four Power Pact is directed not only 
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against Russia but also against the U.S, in a certain degree, Before 
the economic conference there are the questions of war debts to which 
are linked the questions of reparations and of disarmament; then there 
are the questions of tariffs and of curreicy stability. In the heart 
of all these questions is the bitterly increasing struggle for world 
markets in which each country is trying to get out of the world crisis 
at the xpense of the other, 


. By inflation the U.S. has struck a violent blow against 
England and France. Inflation will tend to increase the exports of 
U.S. in foreign markets at the expense of these countries. France 
will suffer because the dollar will fall in relation to the franc and 
Brance will lose greatly both in tourist trade and in exports. Al- 
ready France has retaliated with an increase in her tariffs of 15% on 
all American goods, as England has retaliated in Argentina. By the 
gold embargo, U.S. struck another blow against debtor Europe. Already 
France has not. paid the two installments of her debt to the U.S. 
Practically all the rest of Europe defaulted in the last payment. 
Every effort is being made by France and others to create a debtors 
bloc against the U.S. The situation cannot last long without violent 
struggle. Roosevelt has just announced a Rig Navy program that will 
make our Navy “Second to NONE” here is the answer. 


THE BRONX LAUNDRY STRIKE 
by S, Freeman 


Twelve hundred workers in the Bronx were called out on strike 
June 26th, by the Laundry Workers Industrial Union. The majority of 
these workers are Negroes. Here we have the fact which gives the strike 
its weight and importance. A correct leadership would have seen in 
this strike an opportunity to show the Negro workers that in the day- 
to-day struggle of the oppressed Negro the Communist Party leads the 
fight, Here was the chance for the Communist Party to prove that negro 
and white fighting together in a union lead by the Communist Party 
could force from the bosses better living conditions and a higher wage, 
With this as a base the CP could have penetrated Harlem and demonstrat~ 
ed clearly that in local struggles, as well as in cases like Scottsboro, 
the Negro can trust the Communist Party to be in the forefront. The 
TUUL should have recoggized the importance of such a strike and should 
have prepared for it with thoroughness, Besides the strike was import- 
ant as a demonstration in view of the machinery of compulsory arbitra- 
tion and no strikes now being set up by Roosevelt National Industrial 
Recovery Act, 


In the loss of this strike we have a double defeat, First, 
the workérs even those who formed the most militant fighters, have lost 
their confidence in a union, Puit.without a strong union, the laundry 
workers will not be able to deal to their advantage when the‘time come. 
to formulate the laundry code in the Industrial Recovery Act. Second, 
the strikers were not able to win the demands which they set out to 
get. Wherein lies the cause for this defeat? 


The Bronx laundry strike can be seen only as a series of 
blunders from beginning to @nd, The criminal actions of the strike 
must be laid directly to the leadership, whose dog-in-the-manger atti- 
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tude, whose incapability, whose inefficiency, has been simply trans- 
formed into increased burdens for the Negro and white strikers, As 
one striker expressed it, "You say everyone makes mistakes, but I'm 
the one who lost two weeks pay and my job." That's exactly the point. 
These irresponsible “mistakes” cost the workers dear. 


In the laundry industry, the great majority of the workers are 
Negroes. These have the worst jobs, in the hottest parts of the laundry 
and as is the usual case in capitalist America, they receive the lowest 
wages. Many of the girls get 17¢ an hour. In a 52 hour week they can 
get only $8.84. From this must be deducted at least 10 cents a day for 
fare, although 20 cents for fare is not unusual.. 


The most favored workers is the driver. He builds up his own 
route and receives the highest wages besides commission. One of the 
mistakes of the strake was in laying the greatest stress on the drivers 
instead of on the largest and most oppressed section-the inside workers. 
Throughout the strike the leaders relegated the inside workers to an 
inferior position. The drivers were called by prominent strike leaders 
"the most important group of wowkers", This was simply a repetition of 
the ol@ AFL policy of ‘stressing the skilled and highly paid workers at 
the expense of the most oprressed group, 


It was ageinst the lorg hours, the low wages, the discrimina- 
tion against Negroes, and for the recognition of the Laundry Workers! 
Industrial Union which brought together Negro and white workers that the 
laundry workers were striking. 


At a membership meeting of the union one month before the 
strike was called, a motion for strike was overwhelmingly defeated, 
The union then called an open meeting. A fine way to call a strike} 
Have an open meeting where foremen and others, can stuff the meeting and 
then vote for strike. But a strike is no paything, It means that the 
struggle between boss and workers comes out into the open. Each mobil- 
ized all his forces ready to strike without pretty words, Therefore 
the question, "Who called the strike?" is a very vital one. 


1. According to the party, the right opposition in the lead- 
ership wanted to force a strike upon the workers. But the leaders of 
the opposition were in the Superfine laundry which voted at the first 
meeting against strike. The Superfine is the best organized shop and 
the backbone of the union. From the beginning it hes been against 
strike in the slack season and without preparation. 


2. The party members in the leadership should have demanded 
that the question of strike be decided at meetings of the shops. This 
would have prevented the stuffing of the meeting either by bosses or by 
party members, etc. 


5. Since this was not done, the responsibility for a stuffed 
meeting must be laid to the pnartv, whose exnerience should have taught 
them that a strike must be called bv the worvers themselves. 


But the lack of preparation for the strike was only the first 
blunder. The main thing to see clearly is how the strike was conducted 
and led. How did the leaders organize the work? How were the strikers 
drawn into the work of the stnike? In what way did the leadership in- 
spire the strikers to real militancy? 


Vol III No. 7 Class Struggle | Page 13 


1. On the 6th day of the strike, Kaufman, strike leader and Com- 
munist said to the workers, "Beginning Monday our strike will really 
begin, Committees will be organized. You'll see plenty of action.” 


On the 8th day of the strike, Kaufman said to the workers, "Be- 
ginning with Wednesday you'll see plenty of action." 


On the 13th day of the strike, Kaufman told the workers, "Our 
strike will really begin Monday. They you'll see some action." 


How long could the strikers trust a leader like "Comrade Kaufman?! 


2. Picketing was not organized. The helplessness of the leaders 
was shown in this as well as in other factors. The strikers were not 
registered for picketing even when the strike had been in progress for 
two weeks. Strikers were never orparized to picret before their own 
shops. Yet this is a poirt of prent importance for to bring scabs out 
the scabs must see their own fellow-workers nicveting in front of the 
shops. As for mass picketing, this took place only once. YCL-ers and 
outsiders were mobilized to picket the laundries instead of the workers 
themselves, 


Even if there were no time for preparation before the strike, 
surely in thirteen days in the heat of enthusiasm, the organization of 
picket ing could have been accomplished. But the fact is there was no 
"enthusiasm" except at the very beginning. 


5. Relief: A kitchen where strikers could get food was opened on 
the 10th day of the strike, A relief committee began to function on 
the llth day. This in face of the fact that many of the strikers are 
in the most desperate need and have no reserve funds. A member of the 
relief committee reported that plenty of food was available but no cars 
were at hand to deliver the food to the kitchen] 


4, A great majority of the strikers were young girls and women. 
A woman organizer in the field would have activized these girls and 
women in the relief work, in the work of collecting money, in raising 
the morale of the strike, etc. 


5. We can state here one more example of how the leadership, de- 
moralized itself, also demoralized the strikers, When Detective Shindell 
entered the strike hall to arrest one of the strikers for felonious as-~ 
sault, instead of offering vigorous resistance as any one not a faker 
would have done, Comrade Faufman, mominent Communist leader, stepped 
up to the detective, shook hands with him end greeted him with the word:, 
"How are you, Shindell?" How much faith can strikets have in a leader 
who consorts in such a friendly manner with the detective who comes up 
to arrest a striker? Does this make for militancy in the strikers? 


6. Instead of organizing the workers the leaders of the tnion 
called a meeting to organize "consumers", This issued leaflets to the 
consumers and long debates were held to determine to which laundry the 
housewife should send her bundles. 


We see, then, that there was no preparation for the strike, 
and that there was no organization. Evidently then, the strike leaderw 
ship could have used any aid from the outside that was volunteered to 
assist:in the strike work and to help in the extension of the strike to 
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other laundries in the Bronx and in down town New York. Almort at the 
beginning of the strike, the “ommunist League of Struggle sent a letter 
to the strike committees offering its resources, in the form of spsak- 
ers, leaflets, pickets, money, otc. This letter was never taken up, 
Nevertheless our comrades picketed, collectsd money, served focd in 

the kitchen, etc. At this noint the VCL and the Communist party members 
took things into their own hands, “tth the insolence of the function- 
ary, our comrades were told to "get ont, 1? vou lkmow what's good for 
you." YCL members tricd to trke collection sheets from us, We were 
informed by Communist Party members that politics and the strike had 
nothing to do with each other% All this shows that to the CP members 
the successful carrying thru of the strike was of less importance than 
the exclusion of the CLS in the field, Although the leadership was 
without a head, and ran around in despsration, it had ample time to 
find means of exterminating us, but not one minute could it spare to 
find means for utilizing our resources in the interests of the strike, 


Only organizations affiliated with the party were called into 
the strike, At a United "ront Conference cailed to consider ways of 
financing the strike, 61 of the 63 delogates were from party-controlled 
organizations. The other two delegates were from the CLS and from the 
Militant Youth Club.. It was at this meeting that Comrade Taft ex- 
pressed his "gratification" with the fact that at most United Front 
Conferences, only Communist party controlled organizations were present, 


But perhaps the work of extending the strike was carried on 
without the aid of other organizations? One example is sufficient to 
answer this, The Monroe Laundry is a downtown laundry, not on strike, 
Six workers in the Monroe Laundry refused to handle work that had been 
sent from a striking laundry. They were fired at once. The union de- 
serted these workers, did not attempt to pull out the workers of the 
Monroe Laundry and the upshot is that the six workers are still out and 
the Monroe Laundry remained a scab laundry. The leadership entirely 
neglected the work of extending the strike. Because of this the motion 
was in the opposite dirertior. Discournaged bv weak leadership, dis- 
gusted with the lethargy of strize, wenvened by continued defeats, the 
strikers went back to work. "The worers vote with their feet." This 
brings us to.the situation where we see five strikers in a shop of 100 
workers. The bosses know well how to handle such a situation, They 
change the strike into a lockout. The bosses of the Bxact Laundry, 
for example, refused to take back any strikers. When the bosses close 
the doors, we have a lockout, not a strike, . 


The leaders of the union who are communist party members, 
have accounted for their failure in carrying out a really militant 
strike in many ways, In the first place they put the blame on the 
workers, The workers are inexperienced, the workers are unorganized, 
"even Columbia students are more militant than these strikers." This 
is not the only time that the CP has shown its distrust of the laundry 
workers. A leaflet to housewives was issued before a leaflet was dis- 
tributed to scab laundries; the highly paid drivers were made the cen- 
ter of the fight; the representative of the TUUL told the workers that 
those among them who spoke of conferences with Mr. Thurman were to 
blame for the failure of the strike, 


The CP leaders hid behind the cry; "The opposition is very 
strong", "the right wing is powerful", What are the facts? The pres- 
ident of the union is a Commnist. The secretary of tl® union is a 
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Communist, Two representntives of the "INTL, are alwavs present. Only 
Rheingold, of the officers, could be termed "right ‘ing” py the party. 


By the end of two weeks the strike was alrendv definitely 
over. The line should have been to organize the retreat, trv to make 
Some smell gains, and work to save the union, Many workers began to 
echo the words of the fighting Negro woman who said, "I won't have any- 
thing more to do with the union, I'm sick and tired of waiting around 
doing nothing," 


Against this brand of communism, AFL coimunism, the CLS will 
fight bitterly. Against a yellow communism which betrays the workers 
and then leaves them defenseless, the CLS will strike pitiless blows, 


AGAINST THE SLOGAN OF ONE UNION IN THE NEEDLE TRADES 
by Vera Buch 


The present moment is a critical turning point for the Ameri- 
can working class. A miserably low standard of living is being legal- 
ized through the labor codes of the Industrial Hecovery Law. Class 
collaboration is being made the official labor phildsophy of the country; 
company unionism is given a big impetus. Orgsenized labor is in a de- 
lorably weak state just at the time when it most needs all of its 
strength to fight the new Fascist sovernmental turn. 


At this moment it seems tones the rankest capitulation to ad- 
vance the slogan of "One Union in the Needle Trades" or even in the 
dressmakers section, as is being done. What is the situation in the 
needle trades? The Left Wing is weak indeed; its following has fallen 
off much from the high point of 1926 or thereabouts. For this we can 
blame the Party's bureaucracy and bluff and sectarian tactics added to 
the crass opportunism which was a hidden sore in the needle trades 
from the old Lovestone days on, But what is the solution? To give up 
the fight altogether? To liquidate and go back to the ILGWU under such 
terms that will make the Left go through all the old experiences again? 


In the TUUL as a whole there have been many paper unions formed, 
in competition with AFL unions, which never had a basis for existence. 
But the need for the Red Unions in the vast unorganized field, or in 
cases like the dressmaking industry where a big influence of the Left 
Wing led to mass expulsions from the AFL, we have always warmly defended, 
What would be some of the results now of liquidation the dress makers! 
section? 


1. It would greatly weaken and probably deal a death blow to the 
Furrier's section which recently has been able to make big gains, win- 
ning back a good deal of its old influence which came to a climax in the 
victorious strike of 1926, 


2. It would greatly weaken and discourage other sections of the 
Needle Trades where the TUUL is making efforts to win unorganized 
workers untouched by the AFL such es in the knit goods, white goods, 
underwear, etc. These worlers alxtogether number many thousands. 


3. Worst of all, it would set a precedent for the abandonment of 
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the TUUL altogether. If the Needle Trades secfion is not strong enough 
to maintain itself what seftion is? To give up the chief stronghold 
at the time of the bosses attack is surely likely to lead to the loss 
of the whole defense. Especially is this true now when the right wing 
unions are consolidating themselves, when a wearing apparel federated 
group is contemplated including the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the 
International Ladies Garment Workers, the Cap and Headgear Workers, 

the Pocketbook Workers, Neckwear Workers, and other right wing unions, 
Such a group will be certainly the strongest labor combination in 
existence in the country. The policiés of such a group under Socialist 
and Muste influences gre shown well enough in the recent enthusiastic 
support by the "Advance" organ of the ACWU of the Industrial Recovery 
Act as a great boon to labor, This group is now preparing the workt 
treacheries in its history. 


——_ 


If the Party's tactics in the lact few vears have been such 
as to dig the grave of the TIML, this does not sav that the Left Opposi- 
tion must jump in and help to Aig the prave, On the contrary now we 
must defend more strongly than ever whatever masse organizations the 
Communists have, Let us leave the capitulatory slogans to the Love- 
stonites whose despicable role is becoming daily more apparent, while 
we more then ever fight to build strong industrial unions with a 
policy of united front for militant resistance to the New Deal and by 
struggle to raise the workers standard of living to organize the work- 
ingclass in preparation for the revolution. 


NOTES ON THE WORK OF OUR ORGANIZATION. 


Le 
Our German Bureau launches a new paper "Der Klassenkampf". 


We are very glad to announce that we have been able to or- 
ganize a German Bureau which has already put out the first number of 
its monthly paper, "Der Klassenkampf" (the 4lass Struggle). While we 
realize that the German workers do not need a sjyecial treatment in the 
American labor movement, and that all remnants of their foreign garb 
should be done away with as soon as possible, yet there does exist a 
large German colony of workers who can not speak and read English. 
These workers must be organized under the banner of the Left Opposition. 
It will be the duty of our German Bureau and its paper Der Klassenkampf 
to do SO,» 


Already the first iesne hes heen verv well received and has 
been almost all sold out. On one stand more paners were sold of Der 
Klassenkan pf than of env other weekly or monthlv paper. The first num- 
ber contains an article by Comrade Trotsky on the Gragedy of the German 
Proletariat, a fine and thoroughly workers out analysis of the break- 
down of the German proletariat and a perspective as to what to do now, 
Other articles contain Lenin's Testament, in which the Communists are 
asked to remove Stalin as secretary, a special aditorial "Wie war es 
moeglich" comparing the German situation of yesterday with the German 
situation today, the writer arriving at the conclusion that any attempt 
to revive the CPG would only lead to a new disaster, and other articles 
on the local German situation. 


The paper can be obtained at our headquarters or at Lhe Moderne 


4 
Vole LE NO. 7 Class Struggle ~ Pogo LT 


Buchhandlung 1615-17 Second Avenue, 


II. 
Unemployment Work, 


Some of our comrades have begn active in the Downtown Unem- 
ployed Council. Woe find there a good example of the fact that because 
of the burocracy and lack of a mass base the Party has fallen into the 
renkest mixture of opyrtunism and adventurisn. 


First of all there is the str@ile practice of going regularly, 
every morning, with “needy cases" to the Home Relief Bureau, In the 
fifth year of the ever deepening crisis the Party still resorts to the 
regular time-honored custom of petitions to politicians. And resorts 
to it not only as a sideline or anxiliary pnolicv but as the main part 
of its procedure. How can such a formalistic, riehtwing method really 
build up a militant movement or 4 revolvtionsrv Party? 


This dav to day opportunism is mixed with na Anav to day ad- 
venturism both being linked together by being mere "demonstrations" and 
show" work instead of the real solid work necessarv, Here is an ex- 
ample. Two of our Comrades were attending a meeting of one of the 
block committees, Just as we were through (about 11P.M.) three Y.C.L. 
members ran up and told us that a woman had just been evicted on Ludlow 
Street (about one-half mile .away from our meeting). 


Out Comrades asked them whether there was a block committee 
on that block. They said "of course". We then asked them what it was 
doing and were told no one had known anything about the eviction and 
that not a single person was now there to do anything about it. 


Notwithstanding all this the Communist Party member in charge 
of this block comnittee then ordered us to mobilize, calied scme strong 
arm men from the Red Front, down and toid us that we wers all going to 
put the furniture back. Cur comrades pointed out that this wag no way 
to build up either the Ludlow Street block committee or our own. The 
others agreed but thought they would go ahead anyway. Not caring to 
be called "deserters", "counter-revolutionists", etc. and wishing to 
howz our willingness to cooperate‘and abide by discipline, our com- 
rades went along, We helped to put back the furniture which wes done 
So quietly and secretly that no one knew what we were doing, aithough 
of course the first job should have been the mobilization of the neigh- 
bors themselves. Not a single nerson livine on the block helped us to 
put back the furniture. “hen it was over the organizer got up on a 
barrel and shouted out ° few words fn praise of the Tmemployed Councils. 
The only ones around him were those of us who hai come from about a 
half a mile away, 


The next morning one of our comrades passed the house and 
found the furniture out on the street again, 


Since this time our comrades have taken over the whole block 
committee. «ll the unemployed have been vanvassed. Real work is being 
begun for the first time in spite of the bitter opposition of the Party 
burocrats. We hope soon wé shall be able to make a report of some 
actual achievements. 


J.Be 
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Til. j 
Instructions for our fraction in Unemployment Work. | 


1. While we are not opposed to other methods of work (such as meet- 
ings before City Halls, Steto Houses, the White House etc. under certain 
cirpcumstances) yet the whole enphasis of our fraction must be toward sel? 
help and direct action. We mist struggle against any attempt to make 
the chief orientation questions of petitions, visits to politicians, 
etc. and the chief tactic parades, shows, demonstrations outside work- 
ers neighborhoods, etc. 


2. All our principle slorans must he used and made concrete for 
the given circumstences. Special stress must bé 1aid on the slogan of 
general strike of limited d‘tration, Behind the unemployment crisis 
must be seen a handful of conspirators against the masses. ‘Such a view 
is best crvstallized by such slogans as End the Lockout, Open the Factor- 
ies for the Unemployed, 6pnen the Warehouses for the Hungry. Our principl 
job, especially in the present phase of the crisis is above all the con- 
nection of employed and unemployed, This be done through such slogans 
as the general strike and the slogan Smash the Sweat Shop System. 


3. Of course in all its work the fraction must be guided by the 
general POLITICAL slogans of the group. At every opportunity they must 
launch an attack against the Keoosevelt regime particularly its Industri- 
al Revovery Act, must point out the advances in the Soviet Union and 
the views of Trotsky and the Left Opposition, 


4, Two principle questions face ow comrades in this work: the 
question of shelter and the question of food. The question of shelter 
is generally more important and sharper. Nothing enrages the workers 
more than to see a helpless family thrown out on the streets. And of 
all the sections of the capitalist, the landlord in a workers guarter 
1s the weakest as he cannot move away and must remain within the worker: 
stronghold, 


5. The struggle for shelter can take on two principal forms: Strug- 
gle for the reduction of rent and improvement of conditions, Second, 
the question of evictions for non-pawment of rent by the unemployed, 

In our unemployed work, of course the main snestion is to take care of 
the unemployed who sre to be evicted. But o*ten this cannot be done 
effectively unless all the tenants are aroused and this in turn cannot 
be done without directly fighting for the interests of all the tenants, 
This will cement employed and unemployed. In every case the formation 
of Tenants Leagues should be attempted as soon as possible to support 
the unemployed work, 


6. These tenant leagues must take in all the tenants in the neigh~ 
borhood and should be based -on the house and block. The demands must 
be for improvement of renting conditions, reduction of rents and termina: 
tion of eviction for non-payment of rent by the anemployed. In each 
house a committee should be set upe Where one of the unemployed is to 
be evicted, all the other families must refuse to pay their full rent 
and contribute to the unemployed family. 11 must strie and fight to- 
gether. All are to be evicted together, If the landiord picks out the 
leaders to evict first and there is an eviction every attenp: must be 
made physically to prevent this being done or to make it so costly that 
the landlord will lose far more than he bargained for. The whole bloc? 
must .be aroused by leaflets, open-air meetings, etc. systematically don4 


j 
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and the landlord exposed, “here all are finally evicted, pickets must 
be thrown around the house that will prevent others from moving in. 

An investigation should be made as to other properties of the same 
landlord, etc. s0 as to enlarge the fight to these other properties as 
soon as possible. When once a successful fight has been waged this 
must be broadcasted as efficiently so that all the blocks in the immed- 
tate neighborhood can do likewise, A local headquarters of the Tenahss 
League must be set up in the neighborhood with financial, educational 
and other departments to do the work otfectively. The legal department 
must be connected with the ILD as must all the other work be connected 
with the other organizations of the Communist movement that can do the 
job. 


7, A strategy and tactic must be worked out so that the battles 
can be started with that section of the landlors mast oppressive, weak- 
est, etc. We must thoroughly expose the landlord associations and 
wherever the association helps a landlord member out this fact must be 
broadcasted to all the tenants in the houses controlled by this associa‘ i... 


8. Wherever tenants leagues cannot be organized to support the un- 
employed who are to be evicted the mttle against these evictions must 
go on by themselves, the whole block being organized behind the unem- 
ployed councils and block committees in the same manner as illustrated 
above, If it is possible to pull out workers in strike who cre working 
in the factories of that locality and are indignant at the brutalities 
of the police and the evictions of the unemnloved this should be all 
manes be done, Once the worvers are out in the street they can be or- 
genized xin unions and their own demandes fought for too, 


9. A much more difficult struggle is the fight for food which in 
some cases is even more pressing than the fight for shelter, many fam- 
ilies saving to pay the rent but slowly starving to death. ‘he fight 
for food can take on the following forms: Relief for the unemployed 
formation of consumers cooperatives, Womens Councils against the High 
Cost of Living. Here again the principle direction is that of self 
help, and direct action, the principle aim to unite the unemployed and 
the employed, 


10. To support the unemployed it is necessary to fight against the 
high cost of living, what with inflation, wage cuts, etc. Anti-High 
Cost of Living Groups should be organized in the neighborhoods, the 
initiative especially to be taken by the women. Generally membership 
will be restricted to women. Picketing must be commenced against all 
shops, with extra high prices. Full exposures of the plight of the farmer 
and the prices he gets and the prices we must pay must be made, 


11. Simultaneously there must be opened up either consumers coopera- 
tives that will sell all stuff at cost and also and above all now kit- 
chens and restaurants for the unemployed and others where food will be 
sold at cost. Once the women can be organized they can easily organize 
a good kitchen to reliwve the unemployed, those destitute and those with 
but little money. Of course these kitchens must not become charity kit- 
chens, they must not replace the fight for relief, Quite the contrary 
they must be the veritable mobilization roints of all the unemployed 
in the block, The food should he served oniv at stated hours. The plac- 
run in such a marner that the masses hecome thoroughiv aroused and ddu- 
cated to the need for struggle. 
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12. Committees must go to all the stores demanding, on the threat 
of boycott, that certain contributions be made to the kitchen. Special 
emphasis must be made on the large stores and trust companies like the 
A, & P. The poor must te directed to the food warehouses in the neigh- 
borhoods, to the food trucks in the street, to the food shops and in 
militant demonstrations to be held in the workers neighborhood there 
must be a direction given so that the masses can satisfy their hunger. 


15. In all of this work the unemployed must take the leading roles. 
All the unemployed must be registered. All the organizations they be- 
long,visited and interested in the struggle. This holds true especially 
for the lodge associations, the clubs, the trade unions, the parties 
they may belong to. In each house there should -be a house committee, 
This can coincide with the committee of the tenants league, or the 
Anti-High Cost of Living Groups in such are organized in the neighbor- 
hood, although it must consist of all the wnemployed in the house. In 
each block there must he orgarized an unesnloved rroup that will have 
regular meetings and will heve A hloc’ committee, The problems of this 
block committee must be shove all the auestion of food and shelter enum- 
erated above. Svstematic open-air meetings must be helf under the name 
of the unemploved block group etc. These meetings must be well pre- 
pared for, well organized. Joint meetings later are to be held with 
other blocks and neighborhood demonstrations put over that must be of 
a militent aggressive character, 


14, Every effort must be betn to see that a real united front in 
the neighborhood of all workers organizations is built up. It is this 
united front that will guide all of the unemployed work and support ite 
To this united front of course must be the tenant leagues and the Anti- 
High Cost of Living Groups but above all there must be all of the main 
working class groups. There must be a vigorous struggle against the 
opportunism of the non-Communists ahd the burocracy of the Communist 
Party. In all these united front the CLS must stand forth with its own 
banner, its own leaflets, etc. 


ee 
Draft Instructions for our Comrades in the Unions on Unemployment 
Work, 


15, The new blows being rained upon labor by Roosevelt, the tempor- 
ary pickup in industry preparatory to a still greater crash that is due, 
make all the more imerative that our comrades now more than ever wake 
up the trade union movement to the necessity of carrying on militant 
aggressive unemployment work. The great need of the hour is the linking 
up of the unemployed and the emploved, Vesides our general slogans of 
Annihilate the Sweatshop svstem and fenern) Strike for social and unem- 
ployment insurance, etc. there must be carried out a svrstematic effort 
to change the lire of the unions. 


16. It rust be pointed out that the organization of the unorganized 
cannot take place without the unions mobilizing the unemployed. p to 
now the unemployed have teen entirely ignored. Even the Red. Unions have 
shown themselves no better than the AF of L, Our fractions within the 
unions must carry on the following tasks; 


1. Demand the unemployed should not te seperated from the amployed in 
the unions. The initiation fee should be discarded, the dues made very 
low for the unemployed. Regular drives must be made to recruit the 
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unemployed into the union and demands made for the unemployed in the 
industry. Within the unions complete equality should be insisted upon 
and a real fraternity developed. 


2. The Unions are to open up rest rooms, food kitchens, etc. for their 
unemployed members and prospective members, workers in their trade, 
Often there are whole neighborhoods where the workers of a particular 
industry -predominate. Here is a good place for the unions to open up 
@ union center for the unemployed. Let the unemployed workers know 
that the unions are solidly behind them, At these centers food can be 
sold at cost. Cafeterias set up. The workers mobilize for action in 
the industry, etc. 


3. The unemployed are to be mobilized in smashing the sweatshop system, 
In all strikes called by the union, the unemployed must also be taken 
into consideration and demands raised that will increase the feeling 
amont the unemployed that the union is really their union too. 


4, Above all the unions must be made to unite in forming joint councils 
with all workers organizations for the carrying out of united unemploy- 
ment work. These councils can be called by the unemployed councils dir- 
ectly. The unions must work with these councils. Council members must 
be made to join the unions, union members made to join the council in 
every way both centers must coordinate activity to strengthen each othe, 

It is these united front bodies of trade unions and other organizations 
that can give the lead in any general strike movement of social and 
unemployment insurance, etc, 


5D. A vigorous struggle must be carried on against the Fakers of the 
A.F. of L. the Muste and Lovestone leaders who have done really nothing 
for the unemployed within the unions, and who declare that the unions 
and unemployed must march separately. A similar vigorous fight must te 
made against the Communist fakers who have in fact within their very 
unions separated the unemploved fvom the employed (See the office Worl:- 
ers Union, and other wnions whers the unemployed workers of that in- 
dustry are organized into unemploved office workers "associations" 
which theoretically" have no connection with the office workers union 
but in fact are controlled by the same party incompetent burocrats. 


iv. 
The Mooney United Front, 


On Monday June 25th a conference was called at Irving Plaza 
Hall to create a Mooney Council of Action for New York, The conference 
was opened by “rank Palmer of the tederated ress who reported on the 
work done by the committee that had been elected at a previous confer- 
ence (reported in the Class Struggle). Almost all of the 514 delegates 
were Party members, only 15 locals of the AFL being represented besides 
a few scattered Workmen Circle Branches and opposition groups. 


John D, Masov business agent of the Glass Blowers Union AFL 
was elected chairman of the conference, His first jobx was to introduc 
our perpetual friend, Robert Minor, who spoke for 2g hours, long enough 
almost to convince all the delegates that Tom Mooney was innocent, Eac. 
delegate was then allowed five minutes for discussion for those who by 
some accident could get the floor who disagreed with Minor, However 
such delegates as Alexander and Weinstock, Party leaders they were al- 
lowed to make thirty minute speeches and over, Really Moonsy case war 
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gassed to death, 


Finally Minor introduced a motion that since it was so late, 
only three delegates representing trade unions be allowed to speak. I 
then demanded the floor on an amendment to the motion, declaring that 
the C.L.S. also had the right to speak because we disagreed with the 
principal resolution and wanted to amend it. The chairman declared my 
motion was not necessar- that I wo uld be given the floor. But like 
the good Party member he wae he failed to keep his word. 


Instead of tre nronosals made hv Moonev for the organization 
of a general strike the "actions" proposed was a tag day and the circu- 
lation of petitions. Against this outrageous tvoe of actions for a 
conference called after Mooney is in jail for fifteen vears the CLS 
emphatically protested but could not get the floor. Finally when I 
@id manage to get the floor for a few minutes and hed stated that we 
must reject this opportunist vellow resolution and that we mist stand 
four square with Tom Mooney on the question of a General Stvilke, the 
hall was thrown into confusion and turmoil. The Communist verty dele-~- 
gates "the friends" of Mooney, became a howling mob making it absolute! 
¢mpossible to speak. Nevertheless the workers now see clearly that on! 
the CLS really carried forward the revolutionary banner and that the 
Communist Party with its tag days and petitions repeated and repeated 
year after year, is only here following the worst traditions of the 
yellow Socialist international. 


Sam Fisher 
Letter to Tom Mooney 
133 Second Ave, Rm 24 
July 5, 1953. 


Dear Comrade Mooneéy, 


In the Chicago National Conference for the defence of Tom Mooney 
‘and later in the New Vor’ City annference there care up the question 
of what shall be the program of action to nut nressure of the masses 
for your release, 


For now over a vear we have stood for the line of action that the 
workers in this country were discontented enough to give ear to the 
slogan for a general strike of limited duration not only for your re- 
lease but also for unemployment and social insurance, When, therefore, 
your statement was read some time ago, raising the very slogan of gen- 
eral strike, we were at once four square with your views. 


What other pressure can be brought to bear than the general strike 
that will really be effective? Petitions, parades, visixzts to politi- 
cians, etc,, these have been played out long ago. We need much strong- 
er pressure than that. The workers are thoroughly behind your case. 
The four years of the crisis have rendered them eager for action. The 


strike always has been the traditional legal weapon for the Workers to 
begin action, 


—s 
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Besides, the general strike, even if for a day, will be a tremen- 
dous organizational weapon for the rebuilding of the trade unions, It 
can be made the means of organizing millions of unorganized. It is the 
kind of demonstration that can electrify the workingclass revealing to 
it its enormous power, There are many other reasons which we can give 
in advocating the use of the slogan at this time, of the general strike 
of limited duration, but we feel that in this letter these arguments 
would be superfluous, 


Unfortunately, we were not able to send delegates to the Chicago 
conference, At this conference it seems the only body to propose the 
general strike except yourself was the I.W.W, To our great dismay we 
have learned that it was the Communists present who attacked this 
plogan, They declared that it was syndicalistic, that it was adven- 
turist, that it was premature, that #tm we cannot play with general 
strikes, that the workers do not want it, that the general strike is 
good only when the country is ready for insurrection, etc., etc. 


Now we are not a syndicalist organization but a Communist one and 
it is our business to defeat the I.W.W. generally, But we must declare 
that the Communists acted truly shamefully on this question, We have 
written our views in the last issue of the Class Struggle which we have 
sent you some time ago. We shall write again on this quéstion. We are 
thoroughly convinced that the cheap "pageants" methods of the Communist 
Party will get us nowhere beyond a few parades, a few petitions, etc, 


In the New York Conference held in June, again we presented your 
viewpoint which was also x our viewpoint on the question of raising the 
slogan of a general (and this time local New York City) strike of li- 
mited duration. Again we were howled and laughed down, We asked only 
that the Communists make an investigation as to what can be done along 
this line, We wanted that at least the slogan should be raised and the 
effect of this slogan upon the masses examined, We demanded that at 
least a preliminary union conference should be attempted to see what 
could be done in the nature of mobilizing the unions for a one day gen- 
eral strike action, To no avail. INSTEAD OF THAT THE CONFERENCE DE-~ 
CIDED TO HAVE A TAG DAY, AS THOUGH TAG DAYS WILL GET YOU OUT OF PRISON. 


We are writing you to get an expression of opinion from you. We 
would like to have you put pressure upon the Tom Mooney Conferences 
throughout the country for the viewpoint which you have expressed and 
which we have consistently supported, We would like to have an article 
by you on the necessity of raising the slogan of the general strike at 
this time (for your release, for unemployment and social insurancé, and 
for the smashing of the Roosevelt Industrial Recovery ~Slavery-Law), 

We would be glad to print your article in our papers, the Class Struggle 
and Der Klassenkampf and would send it to all our Buropesn oomnections, 


With warm comradely greetings, we are 


Communist League of Struggle 
(Adhering to the International Left Opposition) 


Albert Weisbord 
Secretary. 
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The Presbyterean Church Conference at Auburn 


The Presbyterean Shurch last month invited Comrade Weisbord to ad- 
dress its annual conference at Auburn, New York, on the subject of Com- 
munism and the Social Order, The other speakers of the day were Profes- 
sor Fetter, of Princeton University for capitalism, and Professor Taylor 
of Columbia, for the New Deal, A local member spoke for Socialism, Ivy 
Lee, capitalist spokesman in New York, had refused to speak when he 
learned Comrade Weisbord was to be there also, but the church had rejec- 
ted his condition, The result was a real victory of the Communist League 
of Struggle and the Left Opposition, 


Professor Fetter moaned for the good old days of competitive capi- 
talism of the 19th century and called "back to 1492 or thereabouts", He 
did point out all the attendant evils of trustsand monopolies, Professor 
Taylor supplemented him by pointing out the evils of competitive capital 
ism and called for something like Technocracy, Since each of the "pro- 
fessors" had critically destroyed the base of the other, it was easy for 
Comrade Weisbord to demolish them completely and to put forward the Com- 
munist case. 


The remarks by our Secretary were very well received. He was asked 
to stay the next day and give a talk on "Dialectical Materialism and 
Religion the Opium of the People" which he did to his own great amusement 
and the edification of the hundred or so ministers there, Those poor 
ministers, It was plain to see they were like babes in the woods, ig- 
norant of life, dumb-struck by the great calamity of the crisis and its 
attendant effects upon their congreations and themselves. ‘his about the 
best of them, At worst they were hard-boiled aapitalist agents who knew 
very well what was the job the capitalists had given to them and what 
they were expected to do, 


The result of these talks were that many of the ministers were 
neutralized, Good contacts were established with some of the liberal 
and Negro ministers which will be used by the organization, The speech 
of Comrade Weisbord will be printed and circulated in church circles, In 
general Lenin's admonition that we must learn to push the libera}s s0 
that just as they are about to step forward an inch we push them forward 
a yard was kept well in mind, 


The Open-Air Meetings. 

Since about the middle of May our group has carried out outdoor 
meetings,averaging about two or three a week, Some of them jointly with 
the Communist League of America, Generally, each of these meetings has * 
been very well received, T,is is in part due to the careful preparation 
that have been made, There is a definiteness of subject matter and ar- + 
raggement among the speakers Each meeting covers a given subject and the 
Speakers speak to the point, Leaflets are handed out summarizing all, 

The subjects so far have been on Fascism, Unemployment, Roosevelt's 
new blows against Labor, Anti~Imperialist Law, Against the Industrial 
Revovery Act etc, Meetings are held regularly Fridays on Second Ave & 
Tenth St, other times on the aaterfrent in the German neighborhood etc. 

A large number of Glass Struggles and otner literature have been 
s0ld, ‘he attendance being good and the audience very sympathetic, the 
speakers being well developed and able to answer questions thoroughly, a 
good literature and defence committee being alway3 on the scene, good 
leaflets being handed out, all these things contribute to make good lit- 
erature sales, Some workers now have come regularly, some even up to our 
headquarters and have become sympathizers to our organization, 


